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Getting into the Derby fun 

Impressive! The incredible Whitlock ladies and gents  
embraced the invitation wholeheartedly for the Kentucky 
Derby party held May 4th. What a treat to see the creative 
and beautiful hats and gentlemen who donned their Derby 
attire too!   

Party-goers voted for their favorites. All the guests received 
votes but Eleanor DeSchepper’s creation took the lead for 
“most fabulous hat.” She fashioned her winner using a  
paper plate and cup topped with lily of the valley and tied 
with a floral scarf. Ruth Whaley’s pretty blue attire and hat 
ringed with blue flowers, which she made, topped out as 
“best dressed lady.”  Honors for “best dressed gent” went to 
Kerry Spaid who adorned his beard with flowers and added 
a decorative tie to his overalls.  

Continued >>> 

Most fabulous hat Best dressed lady Best dressed gent 

>>> Party-goers also had the opportunity to win a prize 
when the winning horse was announced.  After the  
judges dickered over who really won—three winners won 
some prizes. Congratulations to Ora Mae Laws who drew  
Maximum Security, and  to Sara Felabaum and Phyllis 
Boocher for Country House.  

Everyone enjoyed a delicious buffet provided by board members, and the 
kitchen staff—Cindy, Melissa and Heidi—who made “virgin” mint juleps, lem-
onade, iced tea, and those delectable Derby cupcakes!   

A Place to Blossom 
The Whitlock thrives for so many reasons. It is 
home to the folks who live here. Residents are 
free to share in the activities that they love.  
Recently, Carol Carl (left) purchased geraniums 
and other flowers, and was in her happy place 
planting them in the flower boxes. 

In addition, German Twp. 4-H students donated 
geraniums planted in the back of the building. 

It is a pleasure to welcome Jeff Ervin (right) as The 
Whitlock’s lawn care specialist. Jeff will keep the  
expansive lawns mowed and trimmed. His mother, 
Mary Lou Ervin, is a resident and it is a blessing for her  
—and others—to have Jeff around.   

Jeff’s work will benefit with new lawn equipment, 
which The Whitlock was able to procure with funds 
donated from the estate of Lester Berger. Lester had 
been a resident at The Whitlock prior to his passing in 
August 2017, and was also an employee for many 
years keeping the property mowed and trimmed.   
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Soon! Scrummy* 
Strawberry Shortcake 
On Sunday, June 30, at 4 p.m., the 
ladies from Zion UCC Church will again bring 
strawberry shortcake for the residents. The Zion 
ladies continue their long-standing tradition, 
which started years ago when The Whitlock 
was known as the Bremen Manor.  

Board member Judy Taelman says their small 
group, Sisters of Faith, likes to bring a little bit of 
happiness by serving others where we see 
those opportunities. “We look forward to  
visiting with the residents and sharing smiles, 
too,” Judy said  
                    *Scrummy: scrumptious and yummy! 

109 W. Plymouth St. 
Bremen, IN 46506 
Ph: 574.546-3341 
Fx:  574.546-2687 

Whitlock Who’s Who 
Introducing: Virginia Henke 
Member, Board of Directors 

Welcome to Virginia, one of the newer members 
to join the Board. 

Hello!  I’m Virginia Henke and I represent St. John United Church 
of Christ, Woodland, one of the founding congregations of the  
Michiana Benevolent Society. The Whitlock has been important to 
our congregation. I have participated in our Women’s Guild  
programs and the Whitlock Fish Fry. I grew up near Wyatt and  
graduated from Madison Township High School and Purdue  
University. I look forward to making many new friends. 

After college, my husband, RT and I moved to Schenectady, NY,  
returning to Indiana in 1999.  During that time, I worked for the  
Cornell University Cooperative Extension adult program in our  
county and taught in the area school systems.  As our three daughters 
grew up, I was a 4-H leader and also joined an organization of  
community leadership volunteers, and served in many ways from 
school breakfast and lunch committees to chairperson of community 
task forces. RT and I have been married 57 years and are blessed to 
have a granddaughter and two grandsons.   

We now live close to Indiana family members, including my niece, 
Board member, Ann Holmes.  We are accustomed to being active 
community volunteers and learned that we could help save the  
Bremen Train Depot.  That led to helping form and maintain the 
Bremen History Center.  Being on my high school alumni committee 
led to helping form and maintain the high school history center.  The 
Madison High School History Center project could not be done  
without my classmates, including Whitlock Board member Janet 
Holderbaum, and Whitlock residents Sara Felabom and Mary Zeiger.    

I will serve on the Wellness Committee and look forward to serving 
on the Whitlock Board helping where I can, as well as liaison to the 
Church congregation.    
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4p June 30: Strawberry  
Shortcake— by Zion 
UCC Ladies 
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Anna Albert (8) 

Loretta Huff (25) 


